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FACELIFT/NECKLIFT/BROWLIFT POST-OPERATIVE INSTRUCTIONS 
 
When you awaken from surgery your head will be wrapped in a turban style dressing, often described as a 
gauze football helmet.  This dressing will make it difficult for you to hear.  Do not be afraid to tell someone to 
speak louder.  There may also be drains coming from under the dressing on both sides.  The turban dressing and 
the drains will be removed in approximately 24 hours at your first postoperative appointment or in the morning 
before you leave the hospital.   
 
At first, your face will be swollen and bruised.  The amount of swelling and bruising varies among individuals.  
There is no way to tell how much you will have or how long it will take to go away.  Make sure to take the 
Arnica Montana, Bromelain and any other medications as directed. 
 
You may lay gauze or a washcloth soaked in ice water on your face for comfort and to help decrease swelling.  
You may also use frozen peas placed into small zipper bags.  DO NOT PLACE ICE directly on your face.  
The tissue is extremely fragile after surgery and you could cause a frostbite injury. 
 
Take your antibiotics until they are all gone and pain medications as needed every 4 to 6 hours.  Follow 
directions on all other medications.  For constipation, you may take a mild laxative, a stool softener or drink a 
hot tea called Smooth Move.  The products for constipation may be purchased over the counter at any store. 
 
Keep your head elevated above your heart when lying down by propping your shoulders up on pillows or sleep 
in a reclining chair.  You will have to sleep on your back for at least the first week after surgery.  You may try 
to sleep on your sides after all the stitches and staples are out, but you may find it uncomfortable. 
 
You may shower and gently wash your hair starting on the third full day after surgery if you did not have 
another body procedure done which prohibits showering.  If you have had multiple procedures done, follow the 
directions for showering on the other post-op instructions.  However, you may still wash your hair on the third 
full post-operative day. 
 
NO DRIVING of any type of vehicle is allowed for approximately two weeks or until instructed by us.  
Driving before your physician’s approval could cause serious damage to the surgical areas. 
 
DO NOT SMOKE!  The first two weeks after surgery is crucial to healing.  Even one cigarette can severely 
damage blood flow and could possibly cause the areas to die and turn black. 
 
The head, neck and upper torso must be kept as one unit for at least the first week after surgery.  Pretend your 
head, neck and upper body are welded together.  NO sudden jerking of the head,.  NO bending or rotating of the 
head and neck forward, backward or side to side for more than about one inch.  If you must look around, turn at 
the waist and pivot your whole upper torso.  You will gradually be able to return to normal movement.  Let your 
body be your guide.  If you feel any sharp pain, pulling or tugging, STOP!  Don’t push it. 
 
Your stitches and staples will be removed in stages beginning at about one week after surgery.  The removal 
will depend entirely upon the rate at which you heal.  Healing progress will be decided as you are seen at 
follow-up visits. 
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Your ears will be very swollen for about 2-3 weeks.  Often, patients feel as if their ears do not belong to them.  
It will be difficult to put the telephone up to your ears or to even lay your head on its side.  This is absolutely 
normal and will resolve on its own in time.  After initial healing is completed, you will notice some areas of 
tender firmness that may even feel “lumpy”; especially under your chin.  This is normal scar tissue formation 
which is like the “glue” that holds everything together.  You will be instructed in how to properly massage these 
areas to help soften and smooth the scar tissue.   
 
 
 


